
Family Conversation Guide
(August 8, 2021)

This week, we will see another of Jesus’ miracles as He raises His good friend Lazarus

from the dead, proving that He is the resurrection and the life, that whoever

believes in Him will never die (John 11:25).

READ AND DISCUSS

Ask family members to find John 11:28-44 in their Bibles. Give them pens and paper

so that they can take notes as they listen to the sermon.

1. In his sermons, David Chadwick often offers answers to skeptics, those who

question our faith. This week, he answers the fact that some believe that

Christians borrowed the idea of resurrection from the Greeks. However, the

Greeks believed that the body and soul would be separated at death, and that

the soul would not be reunited with the body, because the body is evil. As

Christians, we believe that our resurrection body is good, and we receive a body

that will live forever. Jesus gives us the hope of resurrection (that we will not

die), and this is essential to the Christian faith. (1 Corinthians 15)

2. Read verses 28-30. After Martha told Jesus she believed he was the Son of God,

Jesus told Martha to bring Mary to Him. Why is it important that Martha

called Jesus “Teacher?” (Because in those days women were not taught, only

men. But, Jesus chose women as well as men to follow Him, and He taught

them as He did the men. Women were loved and valued by Jesus and He has

a purpose for their lives.) Mary quickly went to meet Jesus, she answered His

call to come to Him. Do you ever hear Jesus calling you to come to Him?
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3. In verse 31, those who were there to console Mary and Martha went with Mary

as she left to meet with Jesus. Is it important for people to care for each

other and to be present for each other when they are grieving? Why? How

can we comfort our friends who lose someone we love? This is called the

“ministry of presence,” being there for each other. (Romans 12:15- Weep with

those who weep.)

4. How can Jesus understand our hurts and disappointments? (Hebrews 4-

Jesus was tempted as we are and He has been through life as we have,

suffering every temptation and joy and sorrow.)

5. Do you believe that Jesus can comfort us through the Holy Spirit? He

understands, and He lets us know He is there with us, comforting us. Read

Isaiah 53:3. What does Jesus understand? (Sorrow and grief)

6. Mary and Martha were different, and they probably grieved differently. Martha

was a busy person and she probably grieved differently from Mary, who was

quieter. We may grieve differently as well. How does David Chadwick advise

us to grieve well? (As waves of grief hit us, ride them out, knowing the love of

Jesus is with us. We WILL get through it and the grief will lessen with time.)

7. Read verse 32. What did Mary do when she saw Jesus? (She wept and said

that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died.) Could Jesus have

saved Lazarus?

8. Skeptics might say, “If you say God is good and there is suffering in the world,

then God is not good.” What can we say to that? (God made a perfect world,

but in the garden of Eden, Adam and Eve broke their relationship with God by

disobeying Him. This was caused by Satan, who tempted Eve. When that

happened, sin entered the world. We invited evil and death into the world, not

God. Jesus came to give life, not death. Jesus entered our suffering with us,

and we have the promise of life everlasting because of His resurrection.)
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9. Read verse 33. How did Jesus feel when He saw Mary and those with her

suffering? (He was greatly troubled. David Chadwick says He was getting

ready to go to war, to work this evil for good.)

10. In verses 34-37, Jesus wept. Why? (Not because of Lazarus, because He

knew what He was about to do, but because of what had happened to the

perfect world God had created, what had happened because of sin and

death.)

11. What is your true identity? (As Christians, our identity is in Christ. Our main

purpose in this world is to love others as Jesus has loved us.)

12. Read verse 36. Why didn’t Jesus do something to save Lazarus?

(Remember, God answers prayer 3 ways: “Yes”, “Wait,” or “I have something

better for you.” In this case, he allowed Lazarus to die for His glory to be shown.)

13. Read verses 38-39, Jesus commanded for the stone to be rolled away from the

tomb. What did Mary say? (The body would have an odor by now) What did

Jesus say to her in verse 40? (Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you

believed you would see the glory of God?”)

14. Read verses 41-44. Why did Jesus pray out loud? (Jesus prayed to God,

saying that He prayed out loud so that those standing there would believe

God had sent Jesus.) He then commanded Lazarus to come out of the grave.

15. Does Jesus want us to stay sad, or bitter, guilty, or angry, when bad things

happen to us? (No, Jesus wants us to take off the grave clothes and be free to

live our lives as God’s new creations, dramatically transformed by Jesus.)

16. How can we have a new body given to us by Christ? (By believing that Jesus

is the Son of God, who came to give His life for us so that we could live forever.)
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FAMILY CHALLENGE

Watch “Jesus Calls Lazarus Out of His Grave” and “Lazarus Awakes From the Dead.”

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct6whNNApmA

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmHLoyw5mIg

1. What are some of the things in the Book of John that Jesus did so that people

would believe He was sent by God?

2. Why do you think it was important to Him for people to believe in Him and

have faith in Him?

3. Does knowing what Jesus did cause you to believe in His power and His love for

you?

PRAYER

“Jesus, Thank You for loving us so much that You came to earth to show us Your
power, and then died to save us from our sin. Help us be free as Lazarus was, and to
believe and live our lives as Your new creations.”
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