
Family Conversation Guide
(July 4, 2021)

Happy July 4th! What are the four freedoms guaranteed to us in the Constitution of

the United States?

● The freedom of SPEECH

● The freedom of RELIGION

● The freedom of the PRESS

● The freedom of PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Today, we celebrate the freedoms we enjoy in our country, and we honor those who

have given their lives to protect our freedom.

This week, we will turn to John 8: 48-59. The Jewish leaders hurl more accusations at

Jesus. They are determined to prove He is a liar and that He is not from God.

READ AND DISCUSS

Ask family members to find John 8:48-59 in their Bibles. Give them pens and paper

so that they can take notes.

1. Review: The Jewish leaders had been arguing with Jesus, trying to prove

He was a liar and a blasphemer. Why? Because they wanted to kill Jesus.

They refused to believe He was from God.

2. In John 8:48, of what did the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus? (That he was a

Samaritan-Jews hated Samaritans- and that he had a demon.)
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3. In verses 49-50, Jesus said that He did not have a demon. He had been

wrongly accused. Have you ever been wrongly accused? Can Christians

stand up for themselves when they are wrongly accused? (Yes, Jesus

models this. Make your master passion to honor God and seek after Jesus in all

that you do. Keep serving Him and the truth will be revealed in time.)

4. Read verse 51: What promise did Jesus make for those who believe in Him

and keep His word? (They will never die)

5. This made the Jewish leaders even more angry. They pointed out that Abraham

and the prophets died. “Who do you think you are, Jesus? Are you even greater

than Abraham?” In verses 54-56, Jesus answers them. Discuss what Jesus

said here. (He was not glorifying Himself, but God glorified Him, and Jesus

knew the Father. Jesus also said that His accusers did not know the Father.)

6. In verse 56, who did Jesus say He had seen? (Abraham- see Genesis 12:1-3,

Genesis 17- it says the Lord spoke to Abraham! Could this have been Jesus?

Remember, Jesus was always there from the beginning of time and He

created the world. There are other examples of Jesus appearing in the Old

Testament. This is called a theophanic or Christophanic appearance of Jesus.)

7. In verse 57, Jesus says, “Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I Am.”

What was He saying? (He was saying He was God, and that He had always

been there. He was the creator of this world and the universe! “I Am” are the

words God used to describe himself over and over again, and Jesus calling

Himself “I Am” meant He was saying He was God, who came to dwell among

us.)

8. Clearly, Jesus was saying He was God. The Jewish leaders then picked up stones

to kill Jesus- because they thought Jesus should be put to death for claiming to

be God. To them, this was blasphemy. A man should never claim to be God.

What did Jesus do? (He hid himself and escaped-it was not yet His time.)
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9. Have you ever been angry at God? Have you been disappointed, feeling

that God has not answered your prayers? (Discuss) David Chadwick talks

about “dropping the stone” of bitterness. Trust God and wait upon the Lord. He

wants us to trust Him and wait for Him to answer our prayers.

10. What are the four freedoms Jesus gives us?

○ We are free from FEAR

○ We are free from SIN

○ We are free from SATAN- the devil

○ We are free from DEATH- Jesus came to give us the gift of eternal life.

FAMILY CHALLENGE

Talk about our freedoms- the ones given to us in the Constitution and the ones

given to us by Jesus. Together, celebrate the wonderful gifts these freedoms offer. This

may mean going to a parade, watching fireworks, even letting your kids run

around outside with sparklers! Decorate your home and have good things to eat.

Celebrate!

PRAYER

Thank God for the freedoms we are able to experience. Pray for those who do not

have freedom where they live- that they will find freedom in knowing Jesus. Pray for

God to continue to bless our country and bring us peace and unity. Thank God for

those who gave their lives for our freedom. Thank Jesus for giving His life so that we

could be free from fear, sin, the devil, and death.

FOR YOUNGER KIDS

Help your younger kids make a “patriotic USA flag snack tray”- using strawberries,
yogurt raisins, and blueberries, for the red, white, and blue. Talk about freedom- the
kind we have in our country, and the kind of freedom that Jesus gives us. Have a
“freedom parade” around your neighborhood, waving flags in the day or sparklers
after dark. Finally, pray together- thanking God for our country and for sending Jesus
to give all who believe in Him freedom from sin!
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