
Family Conversation Guide
(June 13, 2021)

READ AND DISCUSS

Today, we will talk about Jesus’ claim to be the light of the world- another of His  “I

Am” statements. Ask family members to find John 8:12-30 in their Bibles. Give them

pens and paper so that they can take notes. Here is some background for this week’s

scripture for you to give your family:

“This took place on the 8th day of the Feast of the Booths, where Jesus came to tell

the people who He was. At the end of the feast, on the 7th night, the Jews lit 30 foot

high candelabras (called menorahs) that were so bright, you could see them from 60

miles away. There was much celebrating all night, thanking God for His faithfulness

in leading them through the wilderness. At the end of the night, as the sun was

rising, the Jewish people snuffed out the candelabras. What do you think happened

next? Yes! Jesus spoke to them again!”

1. What were some of Jesus’ claims about himself in the Book of John so far?

(He was the living water, He was the Bread of life, He was the Son of God, He

was sent by God)

2. Read John 8:12.  Jesus says “I am the Light of the world.” What do you think

this means?

3. Why do we need light? In his sermon, David Chadwick told us some of the

things we need light for. How can light help you? (We need light to have

health and to have hope. We need light for direction and to light our way, to

get us to our destination. Light illuminates truth.)
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4. How can the light of Jesus help us? (Let kids give their thoughts on this)

5. In verse 13, the people asked Jesus how they could believe Him since he had

no witnesses. Read verse 14, 17-18. Who were His witnesses? (Himself and the

Father- God. Also, Jesus said He came from heaven and would return to

heaven.)

6. In verse 19, because Jesus spoke of His Father, He was asked who His Father

was. Who was Jesus’ Father? (God) How can we know about God? (By

knowing Jesus, we can know God.)

7. Read verse 20. This has been said several times in the Book of John: Jesus was

not arrested because His hour had not yet come. Who knew the hour that

Jesus would be arrested? (God did) Who knows the right time for the

things that will happen in our lives? (God does! We need to trust Him and

trust His timing. We need to know “He’s got this!”)

8. David Chadwick explains why Jesus came as we read verse 21. We are either

dead in our sins or we are forgiven by Jesus and headed toward heaven to be

with Him. We cannot go to heaven unless our sins are forgiven. If we are

forgiven we are His children and part of His family forever. Is this a choice that

you have made?

9. Read verse 22. The Jews didn’t understand why Jesus was speaking this way.

They thought he was talking about killing himself because He was talking

about going away. But Jesus was talking about heaven, where He was from

and where He would return!

10. What is the only unpardonable sin? (Rejecting Jesus even though He has

come to save us. Jesus can forgive all other sins, but we have to receive His

forgiveness.) How does it make you feel to know that Jesus can forgive any

bad thing you have ever done? Read Hebrews 9:27.
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11. Read verse 23. Are you influenced more by the world, or by Jesus? We all

have a choice: To go God’s way, or the way of the world. Every day, we make a

choice.

12. In verses 28-29, Jesus speaks of His relationship with the Father. Read and talk

about this together. By whose authority does Jesus speak? (By the Father’s

authority) What does Jesus always do? (What pleases God)

13. Read verse 30. What happened as Jesus was saying these things? (Many

believed)

14. In Matthew 7, it says that at the end of our lives, Jesus will say to many, “I do not

know him.” Do you have a relationship with Jesus? Will He know you when

the time comes? Jesus is always there, always ready to forgive your sins. You

can turn to Him.

15. In Matthew 5:16 , Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who

is in heaven.” How can we  show the light of Jesus to the world?

FAMILY CHALLENGE

Say: “Jesus is the light of the world. And, He wants us to shine His light into the

world. How can we do that?” (Telling others about Him, living our lives for Him,

being kind to others, etc.)

Now say: “Can a light shine if it is not connected to a power source? Let’s see!”

(Unplug a lamp and invite your kids to try to turn it on. Then plug it in and let them

try again.)

Tell me this: “If Jesus is the light of the world, and He wants us to shine His light,

how can we stay connected to His power?” (Pray, read our Bibles, talk with others

about Him, live our lives for Him)
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PRAYER

Dear Jesus, Thank You for shining Your light into the world and into our lives. Help us

know every day how to shine Your light into the world! In Your name we pray, Amen.”

FOR YOUNGER KIDS

Take your kids outside (to a place away from light) after dark, or do this activity in a

dark room. Ask your kids how they feel being in the dark. If they had to walk

somewhere in the dark, what could happen? (They could get lost, they could fall,

they could bump into something and get hurt, something or someone could hurt

them)

Now turn on a flashlight. Say: “How can the light help us?”

“Jesus said He is the light of the world. How can the light of Jesus help us?” (He

can light our path, show us which way to go, protect us from bad things, etc.)

If there are two adults, give one the flashlight, and have him walk away. Say: “We all

have a choice. We can choose to follow the light (Jesus), or stay in the darkness and try

to do it on our own, hoping we don’t stumble and fall! Which is the better choice?”

Now take a walk with your kids around your dark house or outside in the dark. Let

them take turns leading each other with the flashlight! When they go to bed, pray

for them- that they will learn how to follow Jesus and also shine His light into the

world.
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