
Family Conversation Guide
(June 6, 2021)

READ AND DISCUSS

This week, we will dive into one of the more unique sections of scripture, John 8:1-11. In

this story, we see Jesus' grace and his love for a woman who was hurting. When

we have challenges and sadness in our lives, we know that Jesus will be there to love

us with His kindness and His truth.

Before listening to the sermon, ask family members to find John 8 in their Bibles.

Everyone should have note paper and something to write with.

Review from last week:

Last week, we read how many religious rulers were trying to bring Jesus down. Jesus

wouldn't let them stop His plan to bring truth and love to all people. Jesus is the

'Living Water' we need in our lives, giving each of us all we need to live the lives God

wants for us.

This week:

Read John 8:1-11 (and possibly 7:53, if that is the portion of your Bible that points out

how this text wasn't in the earliest manuscripts)

1. Isn't the Bible amazing? The Bible was written over 1,500 years on three

different continents by 40 different authors in several different languages.

What would you say are the possible 'main themes' of the Bible? Pastor

David says there is one clear theme: Jesus Christ coming into this world to save

us from our sins and give us eternal life.
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2. Although the Bible was written down by men, the Bible says it is directly God's

words. This means God came upon human authors to pen His exact words.

Discuss the miracle that we have God's word, which is used to direct,

teach, and inspire us for all areas of our lives.

3. What translation of the Bible(s) do you read, either a physical Bible or a

specific translation online/app? Have you ever used one of the

paraphrases, such as The Message from Eugene Peterson?

4. Read John 8:1-2 in these Bibles (ESV and The Message):

● ESV: 8:1-2 "but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he

came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down

and taught them."

● The Message 8:1-2 "Jesus went across to Mount Olives, but he was soon

back in the Temple again. Swarms of people came to him. He sat down

and taught them."

What are some of the differences you notice between the literal

translation (ESV) and the transliteration (The Message)? What are some of

the similarities?

5. Read John 8:1-4. We heard last week and this week that religious rulers wanted

Jesus gone because of envy and jealousy. Those who wanted to be in control

didn't like that so many people were coming to Jesus and following Jesus. If

you could say something to those religious rulers from 2,000 years ago,

what would you say to them?

6. The woman they brought before Jesus was doing some bad things. It appears

that she had recently been making bad decisions in her life and was brought to

Jesus when she was really messing up. We also know that she wasn't the only

one doing wrong. What were some of the other people doing in this story

who weren't living the way God wants His children to live? (rulers were
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judgmental, the missing man from the actions that started this, those who

plotted to hurt Jesus, those who weren't embracing Jesus' message of

goodness and grace, etc...)

7. Read John 8:5-6. The religious rulers thought they had a perfect trap set for

Jesus. They wanted Jesus to be either uncompassionate or to reject the law of

Moses from the Old Testament. Jesus was smarter than the rulers and wouldn't

fall for their trap. If you were in the crowd, what would you've thought when

Jesus lowered Himself and began writing in the sand?

8. Read John 8:7-8. Jesus asks the crowd who is without sin, pointing everyone to

the Ten Commandments and God's plan for holy living. David reminds us that

one of the major purposes of the law is to show us our sin. How does the

knowledge of our own sin help us to be compassionate towards others

who have screwed up?

9. Read John 8:9. When Jesus pointed out their own sin, the older people in the

crowd went away first. David gave us the illustration of a marathoner or a

sprinter: who gets dirtier? Take some time as a family discussing how older

people understand their sin more, after experiencing sin in their lives, year after

year.

10. Read John 8:10-11. Once the crowd leaves, the woman is the only one

remaining with Jesus. David reminds us that there will come a time when all of

us are alone with Jesus. How we respond to Jesus will determine how we

spend eternity, either with God in paradise or apart from God and the full

life in His Kingdom. Have you realized your need for Jesus and His mercy

and grace? What would you say to Jesus if you were alone with Him the

way the woman was?

11. Jesus used a term of deep affection and endearment when he called her

"Woman." She responded by calling Him "Lord." Full of love, Jesus

compassionately told her that she is not condemned, but she should no longer
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sin. Jesus wanted the woman to live a life free from sin, which he wants for

each of us. What would you say to Jesus if he told you that he will not

condemn you, but you shouldn't sin any longer?

12. David tells us this story is "So much like Jesus". This story is for those who feel

the pressure of failure and accusation and condemnation. Are there times in

your life that you can share with your family that you felt pressure,

wondering if God wasn't happy with you? If you had a voice in your mind

telling you that you 'weren't good enough', do you now think that was

God's voice? Since Jesus doesn't condemn His children, what do you think

Jesus would say to you?

FAMILY CHALLENGE

Try your hand at being a Biblical scribe: Ask each family member, youngsters and

adults, to do their best job writing John 8:1-11. Everyone should start with a Bible in

front of them and one plain sheet of paper. Without using an eraser or fixing any

mistakes, write out the passage, trying not to make any mistakes.

With your family, discuss what it was like writing the passage. Was it difficult or easy?

Did you feel stress, trying to make it perfect. If anyone made any mistakes, how did

you feel?

This was the daily experience for the scribes centuries ago. It was very difficult for

them to write without the kinds of paper and pencils/pens that we have today, not to

mention our computers and spell checks.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, We are so astounded by your love and compassion. You are so

gracious with us. You are also a great example for us to forgive others, as you have

forgiven us. Please help us as we seek to honor you by living holy lives, staying far

away from all kinds of sins. We love you so much. It is in Jesus' name we pray, amen.
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FOR YOUNGER KIDS

Jesus was a perfect forgiver. He loves people, even when they have messed up. Even

when you mess up, Jesus loves you and forgives you. Think about Jesus telling you

that He loves you and forgives you. Write him a 'Thank You Card', coloring it and

decorating it however you'd like, telling Jesus 'Thank You' for being such a good

forgiver.
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