
Family Conversation Guide
(July 11, 2021)

This week, with the story of Jesus healing the man who had been blind since birth, we

will learn how to understand human suffering and how God is at work in our lives no

matter what happens to us. Here are the two main questions to be answered:

1. If God is good, how can there be human suffering?

2. What is your story, and how can God use your story for His greater

purpose in his kingdom?

READ AND DISCUSS

Ask family members to find John 9 in their Bibles. Give them pens and paper so that

they can take notes.

In today’s sermon, David Chadwick outlines the four reasons for human suffering:

● Some suffer because of their bad personal choices.

● Some suffer because of other people’s bad choices- parents or other people

who have caused us to suffer.

● We live in a fallen world. God created a perfect world. Because Satan tempted

Adam and Eve, everything is tainted by sin and suffering.

● Demonic presence- The devil, our enemy, wants us to suffer so that we will not

trust God and we will curse him. For instance, Job’s friends assumed that he

was suffering because of his sin. (Karma- that we get what we earn by our

actions)
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Bottom line, sometimes suffering is unexplainable and a mystery. We just don’t

know why God has allowed us to suffer. But, we know God can use our suffering for

His purposes and His glory. He is with us, and He works with us to make something

good. He can use our suffering to help others. (2 Cor 1:4).  That’s how suffering is used

for God’s kingdom and its advancement.

1. The disciples asked Jesus who sinned to cause a man to be blind since birth.

What reason did Jesus give? (Read verse 3---For God’s glory to be seen)

2. Read 2 Cor 1:4. How can our suffering help others?

3. How did Jesus describe Himself? (Verse 5)

4. How did Jesus heal the blind man? (verses 6 and 7) After Jesus put the mud

on the man’s eyes, He told the man to do something. What was it and did the

man obey? Why was that important? (He had to obey Jesus which shows

faith)

5. When Jesus healed the man, He also “anointed” him. When we are anointed,

God has a purpose for us. What do you think God’s purpose was for the

blind man? (To share his story with others)

6. The man was brought to the Pharisees. The Pharisees believed that Jesus was

breaking the law. How did they think He broke the law? (Healing on the

Sabbath, kneading the mud with His hands, sending the man to wash in the

pool)

7. In verse 17,  the man answered the Pharisees’ question about who he thought

Jesus was. What did he say? Then they asked his parents in verses 18-24. Why

were they afraid to answer for him? (Verse 22- They were afraid they would

be cast out of the synagogue)
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8. The Pharisees then asked the man to say that Jesus is a sinner. Read verse 25.

How did the man answer them? (He simply shared his story.)

9. The man’s story is powerful. Every one of us has a story that we can share with

others. People need to know how Jesus changed our lives. Do you have a story

to tell about how Jesus has changed your life? How can you “use your

story for God’s glory?”

10. The Pharisees became very angry with the blind man when he asked if they

wanted to become disciples of Jesus because of their many questions. In

verses 28 and 29 they explained that they are disciples of Moses because they

knew that God had spoken to Moses, and no one knew where Jesus came

from. Read John 9:30-33 to see how the man who had been healed by Jesus

gives testimony that Jesus is from God.

11. The Pharisees thought they had earned God’s favor and they cast the man out

for his words about Jesus. Karma thinking is trusting our own works and deeds

to get us to heaven. Kingdom thinking means we trust God because of what

Jesus has done for us in saving us from our sins.

12. Jesus heard the man had been cast out and He found the man. Jesus will find

us in our suffering, too. Jesus told the man who He was, and asked if the man

believed. First the blind man had called Jesus a man (verse 11), then a prophet

(verse 17), then he knew Jesus was God (Verse 38) and he worshiped Him.

Jesus received the man’s worship because He knew He was the Lord.

13. The Pharisees overhear Jesus and the man talking, and they ask if Jesus thinks

they are blind. Jesus tells those who are rejecting Him that they cannot see

that God is standing in right front of them (verses 40-41). You have heard

about Jesus. Do you choose to believe or to be blind to who He is?
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FAMILY CHALLENGE

Give each family member a piece of paper. Ask them to take some time to think

about their own faith story and where they are on their path of faith: Just beginning

their faith walk, growing closer to God, fully committed to following Jesus? What

difference has Jesus made in your life? It’s important to practice telling our stories

so that we can “use our stories for God’s glory.”

Some members of your family may not yet have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Hearing others’ stories may influence them to seek to know more about Jesus or even

to make the decision to follow Jesus. Have you told your faith story to your own

family members?

PRAYER

With your child, watch this short video called “Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind” on You
Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJtKBeu8Vy4

Ask your little one:

1. What  does it mean to be blind? How would it feel if you could not see?
Let’s close our eyes and try to walk around without being able to see.

2. Jesus’ friends wanted to know if it was the man’s fault that he had been
born blind. Or, was it something the parents had done wrong? Jesus
answered in John 9:3 that the man was blind so that God could show His glory
through him! Then Jesus healed the man. How did He heal him? (let your
child tell the story of how Jesus healed the blind man)

3. After the blind man was healed and he could see, he was so excited that he
wanted to tell everyone! Have you ever had anything wonderful happen to
you that you wanted to tell people about?

4. The blind man did just what Jesus wanted him to do. Jesus wants us to tell
our stories to other people so other people will know how good and
powerful Jesus is!

Prayer: Jesus, Thank You for healing the blind man. We know You love us and You are
with us. You want to help us, too. Help us to tell other people the good things You
have done for us so they can know You too! In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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