
Family Conversation Guide
(August 1, 2021)

This week, we will take a look at Jesus’ fifth claim to deity and one of John's most

famous verses: "I am the resurrection and the life."

READ AND DISCUSS

Ask family members to find John 11:1-27 in their Bibles. Give them pens and paper so

that they can take notes as they listen to the sermon. Ask your family, “What is the

difference between the way Christians grieve and the world grieves?” (Christians

grieve with HOPE)

1. What story did David Chadwick tell about Martha and Mary, Lazarus’

sisters? (Luke 10:38-42)

2. Read verses 1-3. Who sent for Jesus? (Mary and Martha)

3. Who was ill? (Lazarus of Bethany, a good friend of Jesus)

4. What are the four Greek words used for “love?” Which describes Lazarus?

(Philia love)

Eros- physical love

Storge- family love

Philia love- friendship love

Agape love- unconditional love as Jesus loves us.

5. Read verse 4. What did Jesus say about what was happening to Lazarus?

(“This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of
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God may be glorified through it.”)

6. How can something good and for God’s glory come out of something bad

that is happening to us? (Death can be a gift from God, God may have a

different plan that spares us from suffering, trials can take us into a deeper

relationship with Jesus, you can become closer to your spouse, you will know

who your true friends are. Finally, God can use our trials and tribulations to

show His glory)

7. In verse 5, it says that Jesus loved Lazarus and his sisters, but this time the term

is “agape love.” What does that mean? (Jesus loved them with unconditional

love, as God loves us)

8. In verse 6, how long did Jesus wait before going to Lazarus? (2 days, and

arrived on the 4th day) If Jesus loved them so much, why do you think He

made them wait? What did David Chadwick say about waiting on God?

(“God’s delay is not God’s denial.” God can say “Yes, or “Wait”- he may have

something better for our good or His glory)

9. Read verse 8. Why were the disciples concerned about Jesus returning to

Judea? (He had just been threatened by the Jewish leaders with being stoned

there)

10. In verses 9-10, what does Jesus say about light and darkness? (That we can

walk, even in the dark, without fear, for Jesus is the light of the world)

11. In verses 9-15, Jesus explains that Lazarus has died. For what reason did Jesus

say he was going? (So the disciples would see and believe)

12. In verse 16, how did Thomas respond? (That they should go with Jesus, even

if they would die. Later in life, Thomas died courageously as a martyr for

witnessing for Jesus.)
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13. What does it mean to follow Jesus? (To be willing to give our lives for Him, as

Thomas was willing to do.)

14. Why did Jesus wait 4 days? (To prove that Lazarus was really dead)

15. In verse 20-21, what did Martha do when Jesus arrived? (She confronted

Jesus, saying Lazarus would not have died if He had come) Have you ever felt

this way when you were disappointed that God did not answer your

prayers? (Discuss)

16. But how did Martha show her faith in Jesus in verse 22? (“But even now I

know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”)

17. What does Jesus say about death in verses 23-27?(If we trust in Jesus, we

will not die and our souls will live forever)

18. Jesus made His 5th claim to deity in John 11:25-26: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he

live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.’”

19. Jesus asks Martha and He asks us, “Do you believe this?” Martha knew that

Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

20. What will you say? When you are born again, your eternal life begins, an

abundant life growing to be more and more like Christ. We will never die. Do

you believe this?

FAMILY CHALLENGE

In the sermon, David Chadwick talks about losing his brother Howard, just as Mary

and Martha lost their brother Lazarus when he died. Even when we are sad and bad

things happen to us, how can we have hope if we believe in Jesus? How does
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this make you feel, to know that God can make good things happen, even when

we are disappointed and sad?

Watch this video together:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct6whNNApmA

Ask:

1. Why were Martha and Mary so sad? (Their brother Lazarus had died and

they were disappointed that Jesus had not come)

2. Jesus was sad, too. He loved Lazarus and his sisters. What does Jesus tell

them? (That Lazarus will live again)

3. Who does Jesus say that He is? (“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and

the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone

who lives and believes in me shall never die.’)

4. Mary knew that Jesus is the Son of God, and she believed in Him. Jesus wants

us to believe in Him, too, so we can follow Him all our lives and live with Him

forever. Do you believe?

5. Next week we will see how Jesus shows God’s glory when we believe! What do

you think will happen?

PRAYER

“Dear Jesus, we know You love us. Help us to believe that you are the Son of God and
that You can do great things! In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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