
Family Conversation Guide
(May 16, 2021)

READ AND DISCUSS

Today we will learn about how to have courage that is contagious, even when

circumstances are difficult. Before listening to the sermon, ask family members to

find John 7:1-24 in their Bibles. Give them pens and paper so that they can take notes.

1. Review from last week: In John 6, Jesus told the people who were following

Him, (numbering 15,000-20,000) the cost of discipleship- what they must do to

follow him. What happened when He told them they must be willing to do

anything for Him, even die for Him? (They left)

2. Read John 7:1-2. Jesus was in Galilee, because He knew that He could be in

danger if He traveled in Judea. He knew people were tracking Him, and

wanted to kill Him. Why? (Because He was performing miracles and

claiming to be God)

3. There was a week-long feast going on in Jerusalem, the Feast of Booths- what

were they celebrating? (Every year, the Jews celebrated the times they were

wandering in the desert following the cloud by day and the fire by night, and

how God provided for them.)

4. Read verses 3-4. What did Jesus’ brothers tell Jesus to do? (Go to Jerusalem

in Judea so that everyone could see what He was able to do. They wanted

everyone to know.)

5. Read verse 5. This reveals the brothers’ intentions. Why did they want Jesus

to put on a show for everyone in Jerusalem? (They wanted Jesus to be
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popular so that they could be a part of it, but not because they believed He

was the Son of God. It was for ambitious reasons.)

6. In verse 6, what did Jesus say to them? (My time has not yet come.)

7. Why does Jesus say that the world hates Him? Read verse 7. (Because Jesus

speaks about the sin and evil in the world, and people don’t want to be

convicted of their sin.)

8. In verse 8, Jesus again said that His time had not yet come. Why was He

waiting? (Jesus knew that there was a time for Him to reveal Himself to the

world, and the time was not yet.)

9. Read Romans 8:28. Jesus waited, and this verse reminds us that we can watch

and wait for God to work all things together for the good of those who love

Him. Do you have a hard time waiting for good things to happen,

especially when you are praying about it? (Discuss) This verse helps us

understand that God knows the right time for everything, and He will work all

things together for good, and for His purposes, not ours.

10. After His brothers had gone to the feast, Jesus went to the feast alone, and

stayed quiet. Why were the people looking for Him? (Some thought He was

a good man, and some thought He was leading people astray. The people

were divided in their opinion of Jesus, and those who believed in Jesus were

afraid to speak openly about Him.)

11. Why do people have a hard time being courageous about their faith?

(Because of fear) In Matthew 10:28, Jesus talks about this. Read and discuss.

Who and what should we fear? (Fear God, who has the power to destroy our

body and soul in hell.)

12. What does Jesus promise in Matthew 10:32? (Anyone who has the courage

to follow Jesus and stand up for our beliefs will be acknowledged before God
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by Jesus, but those who are cowards will be disowned by Him.)

13. When Jesus spoke in the temple, people were amazed at the depth of His

knowledge, even though He had not studied. How did Jesus say He gained

this wisdom and knowledge? (From the Father, who sent Him. Jesus was not

speaking for His own glory, but to glorify God.)

14. How will people know who is teaching on God’s authority and not from

ambition and vanity? Read Matthew 7:18. (They are not speaking for their

own glory, but to teach us God’s will and to glorify Him.)

15. In verse 19, Jesus asked why people were seeking to kill Him. How did they

answer Him and why? (They accused Him of having a demon, they were

attacking His character.)

16. In verses 21-23 Jesus challenged how healing a man on the Sabbath was

considered to be a sin, when circumcision was allowed on the Sabbath. So,

how can His healing of the man be a sin? Then, He told them how to judge

well what is right and true. Read verse 24. (Do not judge by appearances, but

by right judgement.)

17. Finally, David Chadwick encourages us to judge with righteous judgement, but

also with love and kindness. Look at people’s hearts. Deal with your own sins

first, and then go to them with humility so that you can help them repent.

Speak the truth in love, courageously.

PRAYER

Jesus, Teach us to trust you and wait well for the answers to our prayers. Teach us

how to be courageous yet to speak the truth in love to others. We love You. In Jesus’

name, Amen.
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FAMILY CHALLENGE

1. One of the things we learned in John 7 was that Jesus waited for the right time

to reveal Himself to the world. In Romans 8:28, we are taught that God will

work all things together for good for those who love Him. Do you have a hard

time waiting? What have you prayed about that you are still waiting for

God to answer or provide for you? (Let family members share) Let’s pray

3-word prayers for our needs or requests for God. Give everyone a minute or

two to think of their prayer request, then ask each person to give a 3-word

prayer request. (For example: Help my friend, Give me courage, Heal my

grandmother, Give me wisdom, etc.)

2. In today’s sermon we are encouraged to be courageous Christians. How can

we do that? Let’s all agree to take one action step this week. Examples: Pray

out loud, tell someone about our faith, let others see us reading the Bible,

speak to someone (with love) who is sinning, etc.

FOR YOUNGER KIDS

1. Have you ever had to wait for something you wanted, or for God to help

you? How did it feel? In Romans 8:28, it says that God works ALL things

together for good for those who love Him. But, sometimes we have to wait for

God to answer our prayers. Let’s write down things we want to ask God to help

us with!  (Have kids write, or you write for them, their prayer requests. Put them

in a box or bag, and add to them occasionally. Once a week, take out the

prayer requests and read through them. Thank God for answered prayers, and

pray for those that have not yet been answered. Keep answered prayers in a

special place, or record them in a journal, so that your family can remember

what God has done!)

2. How can we be courageous Christians? (Do the right thing and encourage

others to do the right thing, tell others we love Jesus, read the Bible, pray)
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3. Have kids stand legs slightly apart, and put their hands on their hips, as a

superhero would stand. Have them repeat with strong voices after you: “I

can do ALL things through Christ who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13

Pray:

Dear Jesus, We love You and we want other people to love You, too. Help us to
know how to be brave and courageous. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

5


