
Family Conversation Guide
(March 7 , 2021)

In John 4, a Roman officer shows great faith as he seeks a miracle from Jesus to

save his child who is desperately ill. Listen to the sermon with your family and then

discuss what it means to have “great faith.”

READ AND DISCUSS

Before listening to the sermon, ask family members to open their Bibles to John 4 so

that they can follow along. You may want to also provide paper and pens/markers, etc.

so that they can take notes (or draw if they are younger).

1. Which describes you most: “great faith” or “unbelief”? Why?

2. Read Hebrews 11:1 for your family. How does it describe faith?

3. Now read Hebrews 11:6. Why is it important to have faith?

4. Read John 4: 43-47. Why did the Roman official come to see Jesus? (He had heard

about Jesus and the miracles He had performed.) What did he ask Jesus to do? (To

go home with him to heal his son.)

5. The Roman official was used to people obeying him, so he expected Jesus to come

with him. But, Jesus surprised him. In verse 48, what did Jesus say the man needed

in order to believe? (He knew that the official needed signs and wonders so that he

would believe.)

6. Read verse 49. The man called Jesus “Sir” and asked with respect for Jesus to come

with him. How did Jesus respond?
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7. How did the man show faith in Jesus? (He believed in Jesus, he believed His word, he

went on his way back home without Jesus.)

8. Read verses 51-53. What happened when the Roman official returned home? (His

servants came to meet him, telling him that his son was well.) Why did the official

ask what time it was when his son became well? How did knowing the time the

boy was healed help the officer’s faith?

9. What happened when the official shared what had happened with Jesus? (All of

his household came to faith in Jesus.) Why is it important to tell others what Jesus has

done in your life?

10. David Chadwick made an important point by telling us that it is clear that the Roman

official stopped on his way home to rest. How can we rest when we have worries?

(He had faith that Jesus would do what He had promised, and he was able to sleep

because he trusted in Jesus.)

11. How can you have great faith like the official did in this story?

● Faith is humble

● Faith doesn’t have to see results to believe

● Faith does good works

12. In 2 Corinthians 12:8, Paul had a “thorn in his flesh” and had asked God to take it away

three times. God didn’t remove this “thorn”, but God whispered to him: “My grace is

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” When we are ill or

hurting, how can we have great faith? (We need to trust God and believe that God is

working even when we are in pain.)

13. How do people get well? (God can heal our body, soul, and spirit. Knowing the love of

Jesus can heal us or change our perspective on what we are going through. We need

to ask for His help, but know that we can trust Him, whatever happens.)
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PRAY

Jesus, Help us to grow in our faith and to trust in You. Help us to believe you can do miracles in

our lives. We love You and want to believe in Your promises for us. In Your name, Amen

FAMILY CHALLENGE

What are some ways you can grow in your faith?

● Start reading God’s Word

● Believe God’s promises for you

● Trust God and have an inward conviction that it will happen

Challenge your family to read a section of scripture together every day. Ask what God

is teaching or promising. Pray, asking Jesus to help you believe He can do anything.

FOR KIDS

Print out verses about trusting God, and cut them into strips. Fold them and put

them into plastic Easter eggs and display in a basket. Let your children take turns

picking a verse for your family to read each day. Here are a few to start with:

● Psalm 56:3 – “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.”

● Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Jesus, who gives me strength.”

● Isaiah 43:5 – “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.”

● Psalm 139:14 – “I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”

● Matthew 28:20 – “I am with you always.”

● Mark 10:27 – “All things are possible with God.”

● Genesis 28:15 – “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”

● 1 Peter 5:7 – “Cast all your worries on the Lord, for He cares for you.”

● Matthew 7:7 – “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find.”

● Philippians 4:6 – “Do not be anxious about anything.”

● Psalm 104:33 – “I will sing to the Lord all my life.”

● Psalm 136:1 – “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.”
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