
Family Conversation Guide
(April 18, 2021)

READ AND DISCUSS

Before listening to the sermon, ask family members to find John 6:16-21 in their

Bibles. Give them pens and paper so that they can take notes. Say: “The title of this

sermon is ‘Jesus Walks on Water- His Promised Presence.’”

1. Where did Jesus’ disciples go after the miracle of the loaves and fishes? Was

Jesus with them? Where was He? (Verses 15-17)

2. What happened that night while they were out on the water? (Verse 18)

3. They saw something that surprised them, coming across the water. What did they

see? (Verse 19)

4. Look at verse 20. What did Jesus say to them?

5. This story is also told in Matthew 14:22-33 and Mark 6:45-52. The disciples told the story

from different points of view. What are some points that are the same? What is

different?

6. In all of the versions of this story, there was a storm, the disciples were tired and afraid,

and they saw Jesus walking across the water. In every version, Jesus told them not to be

afraid, because He was with them! How do you think the disciples felt when they

knew Jesus was with them in the storm?

7. We have storms in our lives, too. Can you think of a time when you felt like you were

in a storm- when things were just not going right and you were afraid? Jesus knew

the disciples would be in a storm, and He knows we will have storms, too. During these

times, Jesus watches and prays for us, and He is there with us.
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8. The disciples felt peace when they knew Jesus was present, that He was with them.

How would you feel if you knew Jesus was with you?

9. The good news is that Jesus IS with you. He loves you and He doesn’t want you to be

fearful- He wants us to have faith and have courage because we know that He is with

us. Just ask Him to be present with you when you are afraid and worried. He will be

there!

FAMILY CHALLENGE

Talk about the storms you have had in your lives. Sometimes, like the disciples, we

forget the amazing things that Jesus has done in the Bible and in our lives. Together,

decorate a box. Put cards in the box and ask your family to write reminders of ways

that God has answered your prayers, and times that Jesus has been with you in the

storms of your life. Every few weeks, open the box and take a few cards out to read

together. Pray, remembering that Jesus is always with us,  and thank Him for

helping us.

PRAYER

“Dear Jesus, We want to believe that You are with us and that You can help us when

we have storms in our lives. Please help us not to be afraid, but to have faith in You,

and to ask You to help us when we need You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

FOR YOUNGER KIDS

Go to this link for a video on this story:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2t3-S6eSUU

Say:

“Jesus’ friends were afraid. There was a terrible storm while they were out on

their boat in the dark. Let’s pretend we are on a boat in a storm!” (Tape off a

section of the floor to look like a boat, or use a rug to be your “boat.” Have

everyone sit together, making rain noises by tapping their hands on their knees
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and wind noises by making wind sounds with their mouths. Rock back and

forth as if the boat is being tossed about on the waves.)

“This is a terrible storm! We’re afraid! I wish Jesus was with us! Help! Wait!

What is that? (Point) It’s a man- walking across the water!” (Have the family

keep making the storm while you talk)

“Do you think Jesus’ friends were feeling better? No! They thought they

were seeing a ghost! What did Jesus do? He said, ‘Don’t be afraid, I am here

with you.’”

“Jesus got into the boat with His friends, and suddenly, the storm stopped!

The wind and the rain stopped! The waves were calm again!” (Have everyone be

still)

1. Why were Jesus’ friends afraid?

2. How did they feel when they knew Jesus was with them?

3. When you are sad or afraid, do you know that Jesus is with you, too?

You can tell Him you need His help! Say, “Jesus, help me!”

4. Jesus loves you and He is always with you. Let’s pray!

Pray:

Jesus, Thank You. Help us to remember that You love us and You are always

with us. We know You will help us to feel better whenever we have a storm in

our lives and we are afraid. We love You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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